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 CEBU Business

Visayas LGUs to convene in regional economic forum
By AJ de la Torre (The Freeman) Updated October 15, 2009 12:00 AM

CEBU, Philippines - More than a hundred leaders and representatives from the Local Government

Units of all three regions in Visayas- Central, Western and Eastern, will gather today in Bohol for a

discussion dubbed as the Local and Regional Economic Development: Forum on “Accelerating

Economic Development through Cluster Approach”.

With local chief executives, public and private development planners, civil society partners and

other stakeholders, the forum would shed light on the initiatives taken about by the ecotourism

development project in five Bohol municipalities along the Abatan River, which are Antequera,

Balilihan, Catigbian, Cortes and Maribojoc,

The forum would be a way for sharing of experiences of the LGUs and challenges faced along the

way which has helped forge inter-LGU cooperation for the joint and mutual development of their

respective areas of responsibility.

Through the discussion they aim to gather lessons, good practices and critical success that would

applicable in more projects of the LGUs.

Aside from the Ecotourism project in Abatan, the Fishnet Project of the South Maqueda Bay Cluster

involving six municipalities in Samar , will also be presented as a case study.

Bohol Representative Edgardo Chatto, who

is one of the authors of the tourism bill

known as House Bill 5229 or the proposed

Tourism Act of 2008, will deliver the

keynote address today.

Dr Volker Steigerwald, Program Manager of

the Private Sector Promotion (SMEDSEP)

Program will also be in the forum.

SMEDSEP is a development cooperation

project between the Philippines and the

Federal Republic of Germany. It is made in

partnership between Department of Trade

and Industry in all levels and the German

Technical Cooperation on behalf of the

German Federal Ministry for Economic

Cooperation and Development.

The LRED approach, which is promoted and facilitated by SMEDSEP is a bottom-up, participatory

planning process that builds on the comparative and competitive advantages of an LGU.

The Abatan Cluster LRED opens unique opportunities for the creation of overall synergies out of the

individual area-based contributions of the five municipalities who share the common advantage of

the Abatan River .

GTZ, the German Government’s international development enterprise, has cooperated with the

Philippine partners for more than 33 years. Together with it's local partners GTZ works to balance

economic, social and ecological interests through multi stakeholder dialogue, participation and

collaboration.
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› OTOP Regional Trade Fair rakes in P2.3 million in cash sales | 90% | Aug 10, 2009

› Finance chief solicits help from LGUs | 90% | Jul 14, 2009

› LGUs' tourism projects:Ignoring sanitation? | 90% | Jul 13, 2009

› LGUs urged to start tourism projects | 90% | Jul 11, 2009

›Workers' right to economic prosperity | 83% | Apr 25, 2009
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› DoT urges tourism-related

firms to get accredited

› Golden Haven expansion

plans underway

› BSP grants P5 billion for

banks' relief funds

› ISI to promote fair trade

products in its 90 stores

› CHI opens 50 more lots at

Amara

› NEO edges ahead of

competition with

cost-efficient ultra-portables

Cebu Business archives

COLUMNS

Bad roads

MOTORISTS' CORNER By

Nimrod NL Quiñones

When you drive around Cebu

these days, no matter how good

your vehicle’s suspension is,

you will really feel the need to

do a lot of road repair.

Deca Mactan 4 breaks

ground

By AJ de la Torre

Seeing the need for more

economical houses especially in

time of the global financial

crisis, the low cost-quality

houses offered by Deca Homes

will soon be open to the public

in Lapu-Lapu City.

PRA-Cebu to launch "Every

Bag Counts" campaign

In its bid to immediately

implement “green retailing”

campaign in Cebu, the

Philippine Retailers Association

(PRA-Cebu) announced its

contribution to do away with

plastic shopping bags and will

soon launch the “Every Bag

Counts,” campaign in the next

few weeks.

BRT & LRT can complement

FULL

DISCLOSURE

By Fidel O.

Abalos

Just as we thought that the

much-ballyhooed Bus Rapid

Transit (BRT) is paved and is

ready for a serious study and

implementation, another

equally valuable Light Rail

Transit (LRT) system proposal

came about.
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The feedback section will be activated 3:00 PM today.
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expression.
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