Cluster approach introduced to more LGUs | The Freeman >> The Free...

1 of 3

Home

© phistar.com © w ‘

The Philippine Star »

http://www .philstar.com/Article.aspx?articleld=514613&publicationS...

|[ search |

People Asia »

MEUYING A HOUSE?

Apply for
METROHOME
FINANCING

J*bStreet.com
No. 1 Job Site

*hi
Best Selling;
Homes

ov/consumer.html

Ads by Google

Pilipino Star Ngayon » The Freeman » Banat »

ooking for an old article?

ourfully searchable AKC hives!

apragy®

. Check{out

P

filgifts.com

Send us your suggestions | EJRss | Widgets | Text size »

Welcome chyshyO6@yahoo.com! | Account Options | Tue Oct 20, 2009 12:18 PM | Forex: $1: P46.670

CEBU Business

Cluster approach introduced to more LGUs
By AJ de la Torre (The Freeman) Updated October 16, 2009 12:00 AM

BOHOL , Philippines — More provinces and Local Government Units are being introduced to the
cluster approach that would help gain economic growth and development after municipalities in
Bohol have attested to the great support it has given their areas.

During yesterday’s event on the Local and Regional Economic Development forum that discussed
“Accelerating Economic Development through Cluster Approach,” representatives of the Abatan
cluster in Bohol, which is the five municipalities that have worked together to protect and develop
the Abatan river, shared their continuing efforts led by the Department of Trade and Industry and
the German Technical Corporation.

The cluster approach is a partnership among the local government, private sector and the
community for economic growth and employment generation, poverty alleviation and mobilizing
people and making them work together in order to have a positive effect on economic change.”

Catigbian Mayor Roberto Salinas, Chairman of the Abatan River Development shared to LGU
representatives, stakeholders, NGO and other participants the achievements and the struggles they
went through in implementing the Abatan ecotourism development project being participated by
the five municipalities in the area namely Antequera, Balilihan, Catigbian, Cortes and Maribojoc.

Salinas said that it has done a lot for their communities especially in generating jobs for the
residents and increasing their yearly income.

He said that for his municipality for
example, before the inter-LGU alliances
they only had a direct income of P2.1 M a
year which has dramatically increased
since the clustering approach.

It likewise gave boost to the tourism

industry as well as opportunities in
. investment promotion and marketing

- 5 i program, which allowed the LGU to
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development potentials and emphasized
the opportunities for entrepreneurship in
the municipalities.
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continuous achievement and are even planning to extend their plans and are hoping to include more
municipalities in their area.

Congressman Edgardo Chatto, who gave the keynote address on “Accelerating Local Economic
Development through Inter-LGU Alliances or LGU Clusters,” said that that clustering may be a good
strategy seen to bring us back in the frontline through providing livelihood and other means to help
the economy.

“Our country can move to different heights of developments and success” said Chatto adding that
clustering would be very successful if there is willingness from the parties involved and the strong
identification of common resources that would be used for the development of their cluster.

DTI-7 Regional Director Aster Caberte said that they are very pleased with the results of the LRED
and the clustering approach in Abatan River as well as the Maqueda bay cluster in Samar.

Caberte said that in Cebu for instance, they have brought the LRED to some municipalities and are
looking for possible areas to apply the cluster approach.

She said that aside from the partners that they have at present, they are seeing a lot of potential
partners for next year and this is a proof of the success of the program.

Dr. Volker Steigerwald, the program manager of GTZ-PSP, a German international development
enterprise which have been actively assisting different efforts of the Philippine government in
strengthening the capacity of the people in improving the lives of the Filipinos, said that the cluster
approach is an effective way to gain economic growth as “joint effort are more stronger than
individual efforts.”

Steigerwald said that they have helped other countries as well that have been doing the same
approach and they were not hesitant to assist the Philippines since the practice that they have been
doing fit the situation here.

He also said that they were pleased with the commitment that have been promised and displayed
by the communities, agencies and individuals here in the country, which is not seen in all of the
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Bad roads

MOTORISTS' CORNER By
Nimrod NL Quifiones

When you drive around Cebu
these days, no matter how good
your vehicle’s suspension is,
you will really feel the need to
do a lot of road repair.

Deca Mactan 4 breaks
ground

By Al de la Torre

Seeing the need for more
economical houses especially in
time of the global financial
crisis, the low cost-quality
houses offered by Deca Homes
will soon be open to the public
in Lapu-Lapu City.

PRA-Cebu to launch "Every
Bag Counts" campaign

In its bid to immediately
implement “green retailing”
campaign in Cebu, the
Philippine Retailers Association
(PRA-Cebu) announced its
contribution to do away with
plastic shopping bags and will
soon launch the “Every Bag
Counts,” campaign in the next
few weeks.

BRT & LRT can complement
FULL
DISCLOSURE
By Fidel O.
Abalos

Just as we thought that the
much-ballyhooed Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) is paved and is
ready for a serious study and
implementation, another
equally valuable Light Rail
Transit (LRT) system proposal
came about.
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