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LRED is one of the major interventions in the Small and Medium
Enterprise Development for Sustainable Employment Program
(SMEDSEP), a development cooperation project between the Philippines
and Germany which aims to improve the business and investment climate
for SME in the Philippines, especially in the Visayas.

SMEDSEP contributes to the efforts of the Philippine government to
improve the framework conditions for private sector development in the
country. It is implemented in partnership with the Department of Trade
and Industry at the national, regional and provincial levels on behalf of
the Philippine government and the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ)
on behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ).

GTZ is an international cooperation enterprise for sustainable
development with worldwide operations owned by the German
Government. For 30 years, it has been providing forward looking
contributions to political, economic, ecological and social development in
partner countries.

GTZ supports reform and change processes in an increasingly globalized
world, often working under difficult conditions. Its major approach to
facilitate change is promoting capacity development of people and partner
organizations as well as improving institutions and frame conditions in
partner countries. The joint projects and programs are outcome and
impact oriented and contributes towards socioeconomic progress. (PIA 8)
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