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40% of aggregate by 2010. It also intends to make the sector a major
contributor to export growth, with exporting MSMEs achieving a 16-%
annual growth rate in export sales. These are expected to come about
mainly through the creation of globally competitive MSMEs and assistance
extended to them in aggressively seeking new market and product
opportunities, the plan says.
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The SMED Plan was launched during the celebration of the 2004 SMED
Week. In October 2005, a proposal was submitted to and consequently
approved by the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and the Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA) for the funding of the services of
a consultant/facilitator who will professionally facilitate and document the
discussions of the activity groups. Following the said approval, the Bureau
of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises Development (BMSMED)
conducted action planning and harmonizing workshops for the activity
groups under the plan. (PIA) [top]l
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