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Cebu raw material suppliers,
exporters to address concerns
CEBU CIT Y -- Export ers ba sed in  Cebu  will  m eet  wit h  ra w m at eria l
su ppliers a n d m a n u fa ct u rers t h is week t o explore opport u nit ies
in  m a t eria ls dev elopm en t .

Th e Ma ter ia ls Resea r ch  a n d Dev elopm en t  Con fer en ce,  on e of tw o ev en ts
or g a n ized by  con cer n ed g ov er n m en t  a g en cies a n d bu sin ess su ppor t
or g a n iza t ion s for  tom or r ow , is a n  offsh oot  of a  g ov er n m en t  pr oject  to
dev elop a n  in ter -r eg ion a l v a lu e ch a in  to su ppor t  th e fu r n itu r e,  fa sh ion
a ccessor ies,  a s w ell a s g ift ,  toy s a n d h ou sew a r e sector s.

Th ese th r ee ex por t  sector s h a v e iden tified th e la ck of su pply  of r a w
m a ter ia ls a s a  com m on  con cer n . Th e dev elopm en t  of a n  in ter -r eg ion a l
v a lu e ch a in  is m ea n t  to a ddr ess th e issu e.

Th e oth er  ev en t is th e Ex por ter s’ Con fer en ce,  w h ich  seeks to pr epa r e th e
ex por t  in du str y  for  th e pr ojected u psw in g  in  th e g loba l m a r ket ,  th r ou g h
in n ov a tion  in  tech n olog y ,  m a ter ia ls, a n d m a r ket in g  str a teg ies.

Th e Ex por ter s’ Con fer en ce,  w h ich  w ill ca r r y  th e th em e, "SME
Com petit iv en ess th r ou g h  In n ov a t ion ," w ill be pa r t  of th e celebr a t ion  of th e
Ex por ter s’ Week. It  w ill be h eld pr ior  to th e Ma ter ia ls R&D Con fer en ce.

Both  ev en ts a r e or g a n ized by  th e Ger m a n  Tech n ica l Cooper a t ion -Sm a ll
a n d Mediu m  En ter pr ise Dev elopm en t for  Su sta in a ble Em ploy m en t
Pr og r a m  (GTZ-SMEDSEP),  Depa r tm en t  of Scien ce a n d Tech n olog y  (DoST)
7 ,  Depa r tm en t  of Tr a de a n d In du str y -Cebu  Pr ov in ce a n d Ph ilex por t-Cebu .

In  a  pr ess sta tem en t ,  th e Cebu  Fu r n itu r e In du str ies Fou n da t ion , In c.  sa id
th e Ma ter ia ls R&D Con fer en ce a im s to h elp ex por ter s lin k u p w ith  r a w
m a ter ia l su pplier s,  m a x im ize th eir  desig n  ca pa bilit ies a n d im pr ov e oth er
a spects of com petit iv en ess.

Th e a ct iv ity  w ill a lso pr ov ide m a n u fa ctu r er s-ex por ter s a n d su pplier s th e
oppor tu n ity  to see th e Ma ter ia ls Libr a r y ,  th e fir st  of its kin d in  th e cou n tr y
th a t  pr ov ides a  v en u e for  design er s a n d pr odu ct  dev eloper s to stu dy
tr a dit ion a l a n d n ew  m a ter ia ls.  

Th e libr a r y  is th e r esu lt  of colla bor a t ion  of th e Fu r n itu r e Fou n da t ion , th e
Eu r opea n  Ch a m ber  of Com m er ce of th e Ph ilippin es a n d DoST 7 .
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