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| Cebu raw material suppliers,
' exporters to address concerns

>

CEBUCITY -- Exporters based in Cebu will meet with raw material
BusinessWorld suppliersand manufacturers this week to explore opportunities
in materials development.

Forum Series The Materials Research and Development Conference, one of twoevents
organized by concerned government agencies and business support
Enhancing organizations for tomorrow, isan offshoot of a government project to

develop an inter-regional value chain tosupport the furniture, fashion

the Financial accessories, aswell as gift, toysand houseware sectors.

Health of

SMEs These three export sectors have identified the lack of supply of raw
materialsasa common concern. The development of an inter-regional
value chain ismeant to address the issue.

The other event is the Exporters’ Conference, which seeks to prepare the
export industry for the projected upswing in the global market, through
innovation in technology, materials, and marketing strategies.

The Exporters’ Conference, which will carry the theme, "SME
Com petitivenessthrough Innovation,”will be part of the celebration of the
Exporters’ Week. It will be held prior to the Materials R&D Conference.

Both eventsare organized by the German Technical Cooperation-Small
and Medium Enterprise Development for Sustainable Employ ment
Program (GTZ-SMEDSEP), Department of Science and Technology (DoST)

Gain

access 7, Department of Trade and Industry-Cebu Province and Philexport-Cebu.
Economy
In a press statement, the Cebu Furniture Industries Foundation, Inc. said
to the Materials R&D Conference aimsto help exporterslink up with raw
material suppliers, maximize their design capabilitiesand improve other » $10-million WB funding sought for Laguna
world aspects of com petitiveness. Lake o
Bl + IFC expects more applications for local gov't
ey The activity will also provide manufacturers-exportersand suppliers the loans after polls
w1d ) opportunity tosee the Materials Library, the first of its kind in the country » Davaotostudy ‘unstable’ area
s : that providesa venue for designersand product developers to study » Mindanao’s veggie growers increase
traditional and new materials. shipmentsto Luzon and the Visayas

-

market Internet cafés told to form associations
= The library isthe result of collaboration of the Furniture Foundation, the

through European Chamber of Commerce of the Philippinesand DoST 7.
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